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Social Studies Gr 8 
Ch 8: World War II

In class textbook assignment:  Answer Key
Newfoundland Troops Overseas: (191)

List three ways warfare changed from WW I to WWII:

1. There were advances in aircraft, tanks, ships and weaponry.
2. It was a highly mobile warfare, unlike the static trench warfare of WW1. 
3. Much more fighting occurred in land, sea and air. 
 Define: Prisoner of War (192)

Prisoners of war were members of the enemy armed forces that were captured in areas of conflict. 
Read the letter on page 194. 

Who is the letter writer?

Joseph Kearney – A Newfoundlander captured in Italy during WW2. 
Why was the letter examined by a censor? 

They would examine and censor the letter as they wouldn’t want the prisoners to give away any information about the location of where they were being held. That would make it a target for the Allies. 
The War at Home: (195)

Volunteers:

1. The Women’s Patriotic Association was active during WWII. At the end of the war in 1948 the WPA gave all remaining funds to another organization. What organization and why? 
All funds from the WPA were handed over to the Newfoundland Central Council Branch of the British Red Cross. 
Page 196:

2. The Newfoundland Patriotic Association (NPA) raised funds for the war with 2 new fundraisers. What were they called:

a) The One Percent Scheme
b) Fish-A-Man Fund

3. What was the One Percent Scheme?

 In the One Percent Scheme was a voluntary deduction of the one percent scheme of the gross wages of salaried employees. 
4. What was the Fish-a-Man fund? 
The Fish-A-Man fund was a donation of one fish per fisherman for every fishing season. 

5. What does the phrase “That’s one for the Barrelman” mean?  Who was the host of “The Barrelman”?
This was a common phrase used in response to an account of something interesting that happens. This was hosted by Joey Smallwood and Michael  Harrington.
Newfoundland’s Strategic Importance: (196)

Why were Canada and the United States determined to defend Newfoundland? 
Following German’s invasion of France in 1940, an invasion of Britain seemed imminent. If that occurred it was a real possibility that Hitler would then set his sights on Newfoundland in order to control North America. As well we were already an important port for shipping goods to Britain and Hitler wanted to cut this connection. So Canada and the US were eager to defend us. 
Aviation: (197)

1. What two Newfoundland locations are along great circle aviation routes? 

a)   Gander 
b)  Goose Bay
2. Before the war Newfoundland already had an aviation industry.  

A) Where was the air field built by the Commission of Government in 1936? 
Cobb’s Siding which is present day Gander
B) Where was the seaplane base located?

Botwood was where the seaplane base was located.

C) By 1938, Gander was being used by both American and British airlines. Why was Gander so important for transatlantic flight?

Gander is along the Great Circle Route so it is an important point for refueling and as a stop over point. 
Where did the Canadian government build air bases? (198)
The Canadians built bases Gander, Botwood Torbay, and Goose Bay
Where did the American military establish air bases?

The Americans built bases at Argentia, Fort Pepperrell (Pleasantville), and Harmon Air Force Base in Stephenville. 
(198) Britain ordered planes from American during the war. How did the planes get to Europe? Explain the North Atlantic Ferry program.

 In the North Atlantic Ferry, Britain’s Royal Airforce decided to fly the planes from the United States to Europe, with NL as the stopover. New planes were transferred from factory cities in the US to Montreal and then flown to Gander or Goosebay then onto Britain. 
What were two reasons Americans did not ship planes to Europe in pieces and put them together over there?

There was the risk of attack from enemy submarines and dismantling the planes and shipping them would be costly and dangerous. 
**Destroyers for Bases Dael:

The US signed the Destoyers for Bases Deal with Britian in 1940. In this arrangement, the US agreed to give Britain 50 destroyers ( a type of boat) to escort cargo ships across the Atlantic. In exchange the US was granted leases if 99 years to build bases on British territory. 
