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Rebellion in the Canadas

1. Rebellion is when people turn against the government of a country in a violent way.

2. The point of the rebellions was to try and remove the elite  from power.

Rebellion in Lower Canada (French majority)

3.  In Lower Canada the Reformers were called the Parti Patriote.
4. The issues that concerned those in Lower Canada were

a) they were worried about the effects recent British immigration would have on their colony.

b) farmers were worried new settlers would take all the remaining land and none would be left for the farmer’s children.

c) they were worried about losing their language and culture.

d) there had been poor harvest and starvation. There were also diseases such as cholera and it was felt the gov’t wasn’t helping the people. 

5. The leader of the Patriotes was Papineau
6. The trigger for the rebellion in Lower Canada was when the Parti Patriote  drew up a list of complaints for the government to consider. Two years later the government responded by giving the governor more power. This made the Patriotes angry. 
7. The rebellion in Lower Canada started Nov. 23rd, 1837. 

8. A group of Patriotes defeated the British troops in a minor battle. 

9. After several minor battles the rebels began to take over some homes and communities.

10. However the British troops defeated the Patriotes as they had few weapons and little training. 

11. 800 Patriotes were jailed and homes destroyed. 

Rebellion in Upper Canada (English majority)

12. The issues in Upper Canada were:

a) they were concerned how gov’t money was being spent. The colony went into debt building things (canals) that helped only the merchants. Colonist paid taxes to cover the cost! 

b) members of the elite usually got the biggest and best pieces of land. They didn’t use it for farming but held on to it to sell. Immigrants had to therefore move farther away from towns to find land. 

c) many farm families were facing starvation. 

13. The trigger for rebellion in Upper Canada was when the governor used threats and bribes to make sure the Reformers were voted out of the Assembly. This made the reformers very angry.

14. The person who headed the English Rebellion was William Lyon Mackenzie.

15. He decided to fight the British in Toronto  as he heard that the British soldiers were busy fighting in  Lower Canada  and could not defend Upper Canada. 

16. However the citizens formed a militia
17. Militia : a group of citizens who are not professional soldiers but act as soldiers in times of troubles. 
18. The militia defeated  the rebels as the rebels had no military training. 

19. The rebellion was over by 1838.
20. 880 rebels were arrested. 

After the Rebellion

21. After the rebellions, the British government sent Lord Durham to suggest what do about the situation in the Canada’s. 

22. Durham spent five months in the colonies and wrote a report called the Durham report.

23. The mains points of the Durham report were:

a) Join the colonies of Upper Canada and Lower Canada into one colony called the Province of Canada. This would give the English speaking people better control over the French and eventually the French culture would go away.
b) Give the province of Canada responsible government. He felt people should have a say in their government and that the poor should have access to education. 
24. From this report two provinces were created which were:

a) Canada East


b) Canada West
25. Between 1848 and 1855, all the colonies in East BNA finally achieved responsible government. 

**Go to graphic organizer for Responsible Government

26. Why did Britain allow this to happen?

Britain had a change in attitude towards the colonies. 
For many years Britain saw the colonies as a source of wealth. Having the colonies meant Britain had access to natural resources and a market for British goods. The colonies had trade preference , meaning that resources from the colonies (wheat/flour) was not taxed when it came into Britain. This made the products cheaper. However in the mid-1800s things changes as Britain saw the colonies as a drain on them, not a source of wealth. They didn’t want to pay for projects in the colonies  and they didn’t want the expense of sending troops to defend the colonies. So Britain felt that if the colonies wanted independence, that was fine as it would be cheaper for Britain. 
27. In the colonies, political parties started forming.

28. The two main political parties were:

a) Reformers or Liberals 
b) Conservatives or Tories. 
**Students will have to know how each of the provinces in Eastern Canada ( Nova Scotia/Province of Canada /PEI/New Brunswick/ Newfoundland)  achieved responsible government. They should know: Who? What? When? Where? Why? How?

**Students will do an in-class graded assignment on this section

